In Memory &Of

JOSEPH HALL

Private 39292
8" Bn., Royal Welsh Fusiliers
who died on Sunday, 18" February 1917

Born Hyde, Cheshire  Enlisted Hyde Residence

Died How Died of wounds

Theatre of War Mesopotamia

Additional Inf. 11, George Street, Hyde.

Commemorative Information

Cemetery:

Grave Reference/
Panel Number:
Location:

Historical Information:

AMARA WAR CEMETERY, lraq
Xl. C. 10.

Amara is a town on the left bank of the Tigris some 520 kilometres from the sea. The
War Cemetery is a little east of the town between the left bank of the river and the

Chahaila Canal.

Amara was occupied by the Mesopotamian Expeditionary Force on the 3rd June,
1915, and it became at once a hospital centre. Accommodation, on both banks of the

river, was greally increased during 1916, and in April, 1917, seven British and Indian
General Hospitals, as well as other medical units, were stationed at Amara. Besides
the "Old Cemetery” (which became lhe present War Cemetery), other cemeteries
were made at Amara for Hindu, Sikh and Muhammadan soldiers of the Indian Army
and for Turkish prisoners of war. The graves brought in from other cemeteries and
from the battlefields numbered in excess of 3,000. The burial grounds or battle figlds
from which British graves were brought into Amara include, among other places made
famous by the War, ABU RUMMAN MOUNDS, occupied in April, 1916, ES SINN,
where Field Ambulances were in September, 1915; FALLAHIYA and SANDY RIDGE,
Fleld Ambulance posilions facing each other across the river, North-East of Sannaiyat;
IMAM AL MANSUR, a position occupied in December, 1916; ORAH, which became
the Advanced Base in February, 1916; "R19", near the right bank, between Kut and
Bassouia; SANNAIYAT, passed in Seplember, 1915, attacked in April, 1916, and
taken in February, 1917; Amara New Cemetery, on the right bank, which was begun in
February, 1918, and used until July, 1920; it contained 71 graves; and SHAIKH SAAD
OLD CEMETERY, where 473 British officers and men were buried. In 1933 all of the
headstones were removed from this cemetery as salts in the soll caused a rapid
deterioration of the stone used. Instead a screen wall was erecled with all of the

names engraved upon it.
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