Hin Memory &1

ALLEN CHARLES HOUGHTON

Private 24077

8" Bn,, King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry.

who died on Saturday, 1* July 1916.

Born St. Mary’s, Hyde Enlisted Stalybridge Residence
Died How Kiiled in action Theatre of War France & Flanders
Additional Inf. Harrison Fold, Muslin Street, Hyde.

Commemorative Information

Cemetery:

BLIGHTY VALLEY CEMETERY, AUTHUILE WOOD, Somme, France

Grave Reference/ V. I. 28.

Panel Number:
Location:

Historical
Information:

Authuile and Aveluy are villages 4 kilometres north-east of the town
of Albert. The Cemetery Is situated in a valley half way between
these two villages on the D151 (Cemetery is signposted on exit of
Aveluy direction Authuile). The Cemetery is on the eastern side of
the road D151 and access is 500 metres by grass pathway (unfit for

cars).

The Cemetery was begun early in July, 1916, and used until the
following November by the troops taking part in the fighting on that
front. It then contained the graves of 212 soldiers, and comprised
the whole of the present Plot 1 except 21 graves; and it was not
used again until after the Armistice, when 784 graves were brought
in from the battlefields and small cemeteries to the East. The
majority of the officers and men thus reburied fell on the 1st July,
1916. There are now just over 1,000, 1914-18 war casualties
commernorated in this site. Of these, over half are unldentified, and
special memorials are erected to 24 soidiers from the United
Kingdom known or believed to be buried among them. There are flve
other special headstones commemorating soldiers from the United
Kingdom, buried by the enemy in Becourt German Cemetery in the
spring of 1918, whose graves could not be found on exhumation,
The 70th Infantry Brigade erected a wooden memorial in the
cemetery to their dead of the 1st July, 1916. The cemetery covers
an area of 4,236 square metres. The only important graveyard
concentrated into Blighty Valley Cemetery was- QUARRY POST
CEMETERY, AUTHUILE WOOD, which was on the South-Eastern edge
of the Wood, in the commune of Ovillers-La Boisselle. It was used
from July, 1916 to February, 1917, chiefly by units of the 12th
(Eastern) Division, and it contained the graves of 50 soldiers from

the United Kingdom.
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